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programming attiny85 with arduino english edition

If you're venturing into the world of microcontrollers and DIY electronics, programming the ATtiny85
with an Arduino has become a popular and accessible approach. The ATtiny85 is a small,
inexpensive, and versatile 8-bit microcontroller from Atmel (now part of Microchip Technology). It
offers enough features for many simple projects, but programming it requires some setup. Using the
Arduino IDE as a programming tool simplifies the process, especially for beginners. In this
comprehensive guide, we'll explore how to program the ATtiny85 with an Arduino, step-by-step, in
the English edition.

Understanding the ATtiny85 Microcontroller

Before diving into the programming process, it?s essential to understand what the ATtiny85 is and
why it?s a popular choice among hobbyists and makers.

Key Features of ATtiny85

- 8-bit AVR RISC architecture
- 8 KB Flash memory for program storage
- 512 bytes RAM
- 6 I/O pins
- Built-in EEPROM (512 bytes)
- Internal oscillator (8 MHz default, can be upgraded to 20 MHz)
- Low power consumption
- Small form factor (8-pin DIP, TQFP, or SOIC packages)

Why Use the ATtiny85?

- Compact size suitable for space-constrained projects
- Cost-effective, typically less than a dollar
- Suitable for simple automation, sensors, blink LEDs, or custom modules
- Can be programmed using the Arduino IDE, making it accessible for beginners
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Preparing Your Workspace: Necessary Hardware and Software

To program the ATtiny85 using an Arduino, you will need some specific hardware components and
software tools.

Hardware Required

- An Arduino board (Uno, Nano, or others)
- ATtiny85 microcontroller (8-pin DIP or compatible package)
- Breadboard and jumper wires
- 10 µF capacitor (optional but recommended)
- External 5V power supply (if not powering via Arduino)
- Programming tools (optional: ISP programmer if not using Arduino as a programmer)

Software Needed

- Arduino IDE (latest version recommended)
- ATtiny85 core libraries for Arduino (can be installed via Boards Manager or manually)
- USB drivers for your Arduino board

Step-by-Step Guide to Programming ATtiny85 with Arduino

This section provides a detailed step-by-step process to help beginners successfully upload code to
the ATtiny85 using an Arduino as an ISP programmer.

1. Install the Arduino IDE and Necessary Libraries

- Download the latest Arduino IDE from the official website.
- Launch the IDE and open it.
- To program ATtiny85, install the "ATTinyCore" package:
- Go to File > Preferences
- In the "Additional Boards Manager URLs" field, add:

`https://raw.githubusercontent.com/damellis/attiny/ide-1.8.x-1.0.5/package_damellis_attiny_index.jso
n`

(or a more recent URL if available)
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- Navigate to Tools > Board > Boards Manager
- Search for "attiny" or "ATTinyCore"
- Install the package

2. Connect the Arduino as an ISP Programmer

- Use your Arduino Uno as an ISP programmer.
- Connect Arduino to your computer via USB.
- Connect the Arduino to the ATtiny85 as follows:
- Arduino Digital Pin 10 ? RESET (pin 1 of ATtiny85)
- Arduino Digital Pin 11 ? MOSI (pin 5)
- Arduino Digital Pin 12 ? MISO (pin 6)
- Arduino Digital Pin 13 ? SCK (pin 7)
- Connect power supply (5V and GND) to the ATtiny85.

3. Prepare the Arduino as an ISP

- Open the Arduino IDE.
- Load the "ArduinoISP" sketch:
- Go to File > Examples > 11.ArduinoISP > ArduinoISP
- Upload this sketch to your Arduino board.
- Once uploaded, your Arduino is configured as an ISP programmer.

4. Configure the Arduino IDE for ATtiny85

- Select the correct board:
- Go to Tools > Board > ATtinyCore > ATtiny25/45/85
- Choose the ATtiny85 processor:
- Tools > Processor > ATtiny85
- Select the clock frequency (commonly 8 MHz or 20 MHz):
- Tools > Clock > 8 MHz (internal)
- Select the programmer:
- Tools > Programmer > Arduino as ISP

5. Burn the Bootloader (Set Fuses)

- To configure the fuse bits for your clock and features:
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- Click Tools > Burn Bootloader
- This step sets the fuse bits accordingly, enabling proper operation.

6. Upload Your Sketch to ATtiny85

- Write or open your Arduino sketch.
- Change the board settings to ATtiny85.
- Verify the code.
- Upload the sketch:
- Click Sketch > Upload Using Programmer or press Ctrl + Shift + U
- Wait for the upload to complete.

7. Testing Your Microcontroller

- Disconnect the Arduino from the ATtiny85 circuit.
- Power the ATtiny85 via a 5V supply.
- Connect LEDs, sensors, or other components as needed.
- Verify your code runs as expected.

Sample Projects Using ATtiny85 Programmed via Arduino

Once you've successfully programmed your ATtiny85, you can explore various projects. Here are a
few popular ideas:

1. Blinking LED

- A simple test to verify correct programming.
- Connect an LED with a resistor (220?) to one of the I/O pins.
- Upload a blink sketch modified for ATtiny85.

2. Light-Activated Switch

- Use a photoresistor to turn on an LED when ambient light drops.
- Perfect for basic light sensing projects.

3. Temperature Sensor

Published by: feedwrangler.net Page 4 of 13



ATMEL ATTINY25 ATTINY45 ATTINY85 DATASHEET ATMEL Handbook Vol. 2023, Issue 3

- Connect a thermistor to the ATtiny85.
- Read values via ADC and display or trigger actions.

4. Remote Control or RF Projects

- Use the ATtiny85 as a receiver or transmitter for simple RF communication.

Tips and Troubleshooting

Common Issues and Solutions

- Problem: Arduino IDE cannot detect the ATtiny85.
- Solution: Ensure correct board and processor selections.
- Problem: Upload fails during "Burn Bootloader."
- Solution: Double-check wiring, reset connections, and fuse settings.
- Problem: The program runs but the LED doesn?t blink.
- Solution: Verify the pin numbers and circuit connections.

Additional Tips

- Always use a capacitor (10 µF) between RESET and GND on your Arduino to prevent unwanted
resets during programming.

- Use a dedicated programmer if you plan to do frequent programming or mass production.
- Consider using a breadboard for prototyping before soldering onto a PCB.

Advantages of Using Arduino to Program ATtiny85

- Cost-effective and accessible method.
- No need for specialized programmers.
- Easy to switch between projects.
- Leverages familiar Arduino IDE environment.
- Large community support and tutorials.

Conclusion

Programming the ATtiny85 with an Arduino in the English edition is a straightforward process that
opens up a world of possibilities for small, efficient, and low-cost microcontroller projects. By setting
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up Arduino as an ISP programmer, installing the appropriate libraries, and following the step-by-step
instructions, beginners and experienced makers alike can quickly get started with ATtiny85
programming. Whether you're building simple LED projects, sensors, or automation modules, the
ATtiny85 is a versatile choice that, when combined with Arduino programming techniques, offers a
robust platform for creative electronics.

Embark on your microcontroller journey today by mastering how to program the ATtiny85 with
Arduino, and bring your innovative ideas to life!

Keywords: ATtiny85, Arduino, programming, ISP, microcontroller, DIY electronics, Arduino IDE,
embedded systems, hobby projects
 
Programming ATtiny85 with Arduino (English Edition): A Comprehensive Guide

In the increasingly interconnected world of electronics and embedded systems, microcontrollers like
the ATtiny85 have gained significant popularity among hobbyists, educators, and even professional
developers. Known for their small size, low power consumption, and affordability, ATtiny85
microcontrollers are ideal for compact projects, wearables, and IoT devices. However, programming
these tiny chips can initially seem daunting, especially for beginners. This is where the Arduino
ecosystem, renowned for its user-friendly interface and extensive community support, becomes an
invaluable tool. Combining the power of Arduino with ATtiny85 opens up a world of
possibilities?allowing users to develop sophisticated projects without the need for complex hardware
or software setups.

This article aims to provide a detailed, analytical overview of how to program ATtiny85
microcontrollers using Arduino, covering everything from hardware requirements and setup
procedures to advanced programming techniques and troubleshooting tips. Whether you are a
novice or an experienced developer, this comprehensive guide will help you harness the potential of
ATtiny85 with the accessible and versatile Arduino environment.

Understanding the ATtiny85 Microcontroller

What is the ATtiny85?

The ATtiny85 is part of Atmel?s AVR family of microcontrollers, now owned by Microchip
Technology. It features an 8-bit RISC architecture, with a modest 8 KB of programmable flash
memory, 512 bytes of SRAM, and 6 I/O pins. Despite its compact size, the ATtiny85 supports a
variety of peripherals including timers, ADC, PWM outputs, and serial communication interfaces,
making it suitable for simple automation tasks, sensor data acquisition, and control systems.

Why Choose ATtiny85?
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- Small Form Factor: Perfect for projects with size constraints.
- Low Power Consumption: Ideal for battery-powered applications.
- Cost-Effective: Very affordable, making it suitable for mass deployment.
- Adequate Functionality: Supports essential features like PWM, ADC, and EEPROM.

Limitations to Consider

While the ATtiny85 is versatile, it has limitations compared to larger microcontrollers like the Arduino
Uno or Mega:

- No hardware USB interface (requires external programming).
- Limited number of I/O pins.
- No native support for complex communication protocols like Ethernet or Wi-Fi.
- Limited programming environment, necessitating external tools or bootloaders.

Hardware Requirements for Programming ATtiny85 with Arduino

To program the ATtiny85 using an Arduino board, you need a few essential hardware components:

- Arduino Board (Uno, Nano, or Mega): Acts as a programmer.
- ATtiny85 Microcontroller: The target chip.
- Breadboard and Jumper Wires: For connections.
- Optional: External Power Supply: For powering the ATtiny85.
- Resistors: Typically 10k? for reset pull-up.
- Capacitors: 10?F capacitor between RESET and GND on the Arduino (for stability during

programming).

Basic Setup Diagram:

```

Arduino Pin | ATtiny85 Pin

--------------|--------------

5V | VCC

GND | GND
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Pin 13 | SCK

Pin 11 | MOSI

Pin 12 | MISO

Reset (Pin 10 on Arduino) | RESET (Pin 1 on ATtiny85)

```

Note: The connections may vary depending on your specific setup and whether you are using an
ISP (In-System Programming) method.

Preparing the Arduino Environment

Installing the Arduino IDE

If you haven't already, download and install the latest version of the Arduino IDE from the official
website. The IDE provides the necessary tools and libraries to upload code to both Arduino boards
and external microcontrollers like the ATtiny85.

Adding ATtiny85 Support via Boards Manager

By default, Arduino IDE does not support programming ATtiny85. To enable this, you need to install
third-party cores:

- Open the Arduino IDE.
- Navigate to File > Preferences.
- In the "Additional Boards Manager URLs" field, add the following URL:

```

https://raw.githubusercontent.com/damellis/attiny/ide-1.6.x-1.8.x/package_damellis_attiny_index.jso
n

```

(For newer versions, other cores such as "ATTinyCore" by Spence Konde can be used:
https://github.com/SpenceKonde/ATTinyCore)
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- Click "OK."
- Go to Tools > Board > Boards Manager.
- Search for "ATtiny" and install the preferred core package.

Configuring Arduino as an ISP Programmer

Why Use Arduino as an ISP?

Programming an ATtiny85 directly via a standard Arduino sketch is not possible because the
ATtiny85 does not have a USB interface. Instead, Arduino can act as an ISP (In-System
Programmer), transmitting the compiled code to the ATtiny85 via SPI.

Setting Up Your Arduino as an ISP

- Connect your Arduino to your computer via USB.
- Open the Arduino IDE.
- Load the "ArduinoISP" sketch:

- Go to File > Examples > 11.ArduinoISP > ArduinoISP.

- Upload this sketch to your Arduino board.
- Connect the Arduino to the ATtiny85 using the wiring diagram previously described.
- Add a 10?F capacitor between RESET and GND on the Arduino to prevent auto-reset during

programming (optional but recommended).

Programming the ATtiny85: Step-by-Step Process

1. Selecting the Correct Board and Processor Settings

In the Arduino IDE:

- Go to Tools > Board and select the appropriate ATtiny85 core (e.g., "ATtiny25/45/85").
- Set the processor to ATtiny85.
- Choose the clock frequency (e.g., 8 MHz, 1 MHz). The default is usually 8 MHz, but you can

change it based on your project requirements.
- Select the Programmer as Arduino as ISP.
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2. Burning the Bootloader

This step configures the ATtiny85?s fuse bits to match the selected clock and settings:

- Go to Tools > Burn Bootloader.
- Wait for confirmation that the bootloader has been burned successfully.

3. Uploading Your Sketch

- Write or load your Arduino sketch.
- Upload it via Sketch > Upload Using Programmer.
- The code will compile and transfer to the ATtiny85 through the Arduino ISP setup.

Note: If you want to test, start with simple sketches like blinking an LED connected to an I/O pin.

Programming Examples and Projects

Simple Blink Program

```cpp

// Blink an LED on pin 0 of ATtiny85

void setup() {

pinMode(0, OUTPUT);

}

void loop() {

digitalWrite(0, HIGH);

delay(500);

digitalWrite(0, LOW);

delay(500);
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}

```

Note: Ensure the LED's longer leg (anode) is connected to pin 0 through a current-limiting resistor,
and the shorter leg (cathode) to GND.

Sensor Input and Output Control

You can expand projects by connecting sensors (like temperature or light sensors) to the
ATtiny85?s ADC pins and controlling outputs like motors or displays.

Advanced Techniques

- Using Low Power Modes: For battery-powered projects.
- Custom Bootloaders: To optimize startup times.
- Using External Crystals: For more accurate timing.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Programming Failures

- Check wiring connections thoroughly.
- Ensure that the capacitor between RESET and GND on Arduino is in place.
- Verify that the correct board and processor are selected.
- Confirm that the correct port and programmer are chosen.

Fuses and Bootloader Problems

- Incorrect fuse settings can disable programming or cause the chip to run at unintended speeds.
- Re-burning the bootloader can reset fuse bits to default.

Power and Signal Integrity

- Use a stable power supply.
- Keep wiring short and shielded if necessary.
- Use a 10?F capacitor across RESET and GND if facing unstable programming.
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Pros and Cons of Using Arduino to Program ATtiny85

Pros:

- Cost-effective and accessible.
- Leverages a large community and extensive tutorials.
- No need for specialized programmers.
- Supports multiple clock configurations and fuse settings.

Cons:

- Requires additional setup and wiring.
- Limited programming speed compared to dedicated programmers.
- Slightly complex initial setup for beginners.
- Limited debugging options.

Conclusion and Future Outlook

Programming the ATtiny85 with Arduino represents an elegant fusion of simplicity and power,
democratizing embedded development for enthusiasts and professionals alike. While the process
involves a few preparatory steps?like setting up the Arduino as an ISP and configuring fuse bits?the
overall approach remains accessible thanks to the extensive support community and open-source
tools. As microcontroller technology continues to evolve, and with the advent of more sophisticated
development cores, the integration
 

 QuestionAnswer Can I program the ATtiny85 using an Arduino as an ISP programmer? Yes, you
can program the ATtiny85 using an Arduino as an ISP (In-System Programmer) by uploading the
ArduinoISP sketch and connecting the correct pins between the Arduino and ATtiny85. What are the
essential components needed to program the ATtiny85 with Arduino? You need an Arduino board
(like Uno), the ATtiny85 chip, a breadboard, jumper wires, a 10µF capacitor (for ArduinoISP), and a
10-20 pin socket or breadboard for the ATtiny85. How do I prepare the Arduino IDE to program the
ATtiny85? You need to install the ATtiny85 core via the Boards Manager using the 'ATTinyCore'
package or similar, then select the ATtiny85 board, configure the clock settings, and choose the
correct programmer (Arduino as ISP). What is the typical pinout connection between Arduino and
ATtiny85 for programming? Connect Arduino pins to ATtiny85 as follows: Arduino pin 10 to RESET,
pin 11 to MOSI, pin 12 to MISO, pin 13 to SCK, and GND to GND, VCC to VCC, with a 10µF
capacitor between Arduino reset and GND during programming. How can I upload my sketch to the
ATtiny85 using Arduino IDE? Select the ATtiny85 board, connect your Arduino as an ISP, then use
the 'Upload Using Programmer' option in the IDE to upload your sketch directly to the ATtiny85.
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What are common issues faced when programming ATtiny85 with Arduino and how to troubleshoot?
Common issues include incorrect wiring, wrong board or processor selection, and capacitor
problems. Troubleshoot by double-checking connections, ensuring the correct core is installed, and
resetting the Arduino during programming. Can I use the Arduino IDE to program ATtiny85 for
projects like blinking LEDs or sensors? Yes, once properly configured, you can upload sketches
such as blinking LEDs, sensor readings, or other simple programs to the ATtiny85 using the Arduino
IDE. Is it possible to modify the clock speed of the ATtiny85 when programming with Arduino? Yes,
you can change the clock speed by selecting different fuse settings during programming, which may
require additional tools or commands to set the internal or external clock configuration. 
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